
day of caring

Happiness was the result 
of many helping hands 
working together for the 

Community Chest’s 19th annual 
Day of Caring, held on Wednesday, 
March 29. In the midst of economic 
uncertainties, many companies re-
mained dedicated to caring for our 
less-fortunate communities. 

In a united show of strength and 
espousing a true sense of Ubuntu, 
eight corporate teams tackled var-
ious painting and repair projects at 
eight Community Impact Partners in 
the greater Durban area. Companies 
gave their employees the day off to 
complete the projects that these or-
ganisations are unable to do, either 
due to lack of resources or manpow-
er or both. It is not often that donors 
get to meet and become directly 
involved with beneficiaries of their 
funding – and the Day of Caring 
therefore becomes a meaningful and 
deeply rewarding interaction for all 
concerned. 

The day began at 8am with teams 
gathering at Berea Congregational 
Church for registration and orien-
tation. A hot breakfast was served 
to the volunteers, ensuring an ener-
gised start to the day. A goodie bag 
full of sponsored refreshments was 
handed to each volunteer as a token 
of appreciation. Each team was then 
dispatched to their relevant sites, 

accompanied by Community Chest 
staff members, who were project co-
ordinators. All work activities were 
tackled with enthusiasm and dedica-
tion by all volunteers. The heat and 
sometimes back breaking work were 
forgotten as the spirit to give back 
prevailed. 

For many volunteers, the Day of 
Caring is a learning experience - and 
bonds are formed and developed for 
years to come. They get to see first-
hand the joy and delights that their 
efforts help create for those less for-
tunate than themselves. 

“We extend our heartfelt grati-
tude to all sponsors, volunteers and 
project staff that have made Day of 
Caring the successful, rewarding 
calendar staple that it is,” says direc-
tor, Gordon McDonald

Ubuntu Community Chest as-
sists many charitable organisations 
every year by providing funding for 
running costs and capacity build-
ing training. It is part of a national 
network of Community Chest SA, 
whose collective mission is to en-
hance communities and restore hope. 

For further information, contact 
Community Chest: 
Tel: 031 303 3890 

E-mail: info@giving.org.za
Facebook: Community Chest Durban

www.giving.org.za

HANDS-ON HELP TO BRIGHTEN UP LIVES SPONSORS
• Aquelle Water
• Barney’s Eggs
• Berea Congregational Church
• Caltex Windermere  

Windermere Fresh Stop
• CC Food and Beverage
• Checkers St Johns
• Denny Mushrooms
• Dulux Specialist Paint Centre, 

Stamford Hill
• Food Lover’s Market - Berea
• Fotomax
• Future Life Health Products
• Futurelife Foundation
• Hanim’s Pies
• ICI Dulux
• Love Me Candy
• Manoli’s Munchies
• Panbake
• Rhodes Food Group
• Superspar Westville
• Star Meats
• Unity Meal
• Venga Juice
• Woolworths Bluff
 
VOLUNTEERS 
• Massdiscounters/Game
• SA Navy
• SA Sugar Association
• Smiths Manufacturing
• SPAR DC KZN
• Katsi Youth in Action
• Woolworths Bluff
 
PROJECTS
• AH Zulu Educare Centre
• Amanzimtoti Trauma Unit
• Child Welfare Durban and District 

- Edith Benson Babies Home
• Child Welfare Durban and District 

- Thokozani Educare Centre
• FAMSA Glenwood
• Issy Geshen Lamont Home 
• Mbalencane Ziphatheleni Pre-

school
• St Thomas Home for ChildrenThe whole family … Community Chest volunteers at the 19th Day of Caring.

WHAT IT MEANS TO US …
A word from some of the volunteers
SA Navy
SA Navy teams undertook three of 
the Day of Caring projects.
“Caring is sharing, yes, but today 
I saw something else. The cheer in 
the faces of the old people we met 
made me realise that caring can 
also bring healing. I am extremely 
proud to have been part of the Day 
of Caring.” – Thandi Makeleng

“The day was superb and the job 
was well executed. It feels good 
to give help and to be part of the 
solution. The proceedings of the 

day went well and the planning was 
accurate.” – Mncedisi Hlabisa

SPAR DC KZN
“We have been involved with the 
Day of Caring for more than a dec-
ade and feel that it is such a worth-
while project. We will be back!”
Roshan Sewnath

Massdiscounters/Game
This is truly a day of community 
work and spirit. To see how much 
joy a coat or two of paint can bring 
is amazing!” – Lorella Pienaar

Woolworths Bluff
“It was amazing seeing so many 
people with a heart to help others.”
 – Carmelle Fisher

SA Sugar Association
“The Day of Caring is a fulfilling 
experience. I’ve always wanted to 
participate in community services 
and just give back to society.” – 
Philile Kubheka

Smiths Manufacturing
“There is nothing more overwhelm-
ing than giving back and doing 

something good for someone.” – 
Sanelisiwe Mvelase

SA Navy
“It is always amazing to see some-
one smile even though our efforts 
are not of monetary value. I enjoy 
giving a hand through the volunteer 
work because it humbles me.” –  
Tebello Baloyi

Katsi Youth in Action
“The Day of Caring was fun - and 
I enjoyed working and giving back 
at the same time.” – Lelo Mhlongo

The second SA Navy team took on their task at St Thomas  
Children’s Home with much enthusiasm and energy. DULUX SPECIALIST 

PAINT CENTRE
Since the inception of the Day of Caring 19 years ago, Dulux Specialist 
Paint Centre in Matthews Meyiwa (Stamford Hill) Road and Dulux Akzon-
obel have sponsored the paint, brushes and other items needed to complete 
all of the projects.  They go the extra mile - even sponsoring little items like 
masking tape, turpentine and cloths. They then deliver all of the paint to the 
door of Community Chest.  In addition, they also sponsor a special Day of 
Caring T-shirt for each volunteer.  

Ken Naicker and his team may be contacted at 91 Matthews Meyiwa 
Road or on 031 309 4553.

The Massdiscounters/Game (above) and Woolworths Bluff (below) 
teams did a remarkable job painting the interior of FAMSA  
Glenwood.

Musa Mbatha, Deputy Director of Community Chest (centre), with 
Trisha Naicker and Keith Naicker of Dulux Specialist Paint Centre.

One of the SA Navy teams put all their energy into creating a 
brighter environment at Issy Geshen Lamont Home.

Taking on the task of painting of murals at AH Zulu Educare Centre are the Katsi Youth in Action (left) and the Smiths Manufacturing teams.

The SA Sugar Association did an excellent job painting the con-
crete fence in different colours at Thokozani Educare Centre.

The third SA Navy team took their painting skills to Edith Benson 
Babies Home.

The Spar DC KZN team made an impressive and colourful  
difference at Mbalencane Ziphatheleni Pre-School.

One of the offices of the Amanzimtoti Trauma Unit was given a 
much needed new coat of colour by the team from Katsi Youth in 
Action.
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